PAGE  
2

[image: image1.jpg]o

prairie habitat

Jjoint venture




[image: image2.jpg]North American Waterfowl
Management Plan

8 N

qd




Prescription for Action on Wetland Conservation


November 3, 2008

The on-going loss and degradation of wetlands is negatively impacting aquatic ecosystems and the biodiversity they support in Prairie Canada. To maintain the integrity of our wetland systems and the valuable ecological goods and services they provide it is imperative that this ongoing loss be brought to an end.   
The Prairie Habitat Joint Venture (PHJV) is proposing a Prescription for Action on Wetland Conservation. Guided by science, it sets out actions needed to achieve increased wetland conservation through wetland policy. 
The PHJV partners have taken up the challenge to expand efforts and to create innovative partnerships with private landowners, industry and governments.  Federal and Provincial/Territorial Governments are making progress but must continue their efforts through the partnership and their own actions for better wetland conservation. 
By 2012, the Prescription for Action on Wetland Conservation calls for:
1. Improved national leadership of the North America Wetlands Conservation Council (Canada) to support provincial wetland policy and programming by:

· Completing efforts begun under the Canadian Wetland Inventory 
· Providing scientific expertise on wetland functions  
· Establishing a consistent definition of wetlands 
· Contributing to the development and evaluation of market-based incentives
· Increasing the understanding of environmental benefits from wetland conservation

· Sharing information to support cross-jurisdictional development of wetland policy
· Building a knowledge network and communicating the benefits of wetlands to resource agencies and the public

2. A stronger national leadership role by the Government of Canada for wetland conservation on federal lands that moves beyond no net loss to recovery of wetlands. 
3. Leadership in the development and implementation of Canada’s National Water Strategy and in the inclusion of wetland restoration and retention as part of Growing Forward, Canada’s new agricultural policy framework. 


4. Development and implementation of water and land use strategies that include wetland policy in the three Prairie Provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.  The PHJV  supports the development of water strategies that conserve wetlands as part of efforts to improve water quality and to help mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change.   

5. Communication among the Prairie Provinces/Territories and the Federal government regarding wetland policy and programming. Where applicable, consistency in programming can provide synergy in delivery of components such as mitigation.  

6. Mitigation sequences embedded within wetland policy that stress avoidance and minimization before moving to compensation of impacts that cannot be avoided or minimized. 


7. Coordinated science programs to both regularly monitor the abundance and condition of wetlands and to undertake research to inform wetland policy development.
 
This prescription was born out of the PHJV’s 2008 Science and Policy Forum, held on April 8-9, 2008 in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Input at the Forum was received from over 100 science, policy and program managers/experts in water stewardship, agriculture, environment and rural economy. Presentations focused on identifying solutions to the challenge of integrating land and water conservation to better retain and restore Canada’s wetlands, particularly in the agricultural landscapes of Prairie Canada. The Forum built on the 2003 Conference on Canadian Wetlands Stewardship which proposed Canada’s wetland vision and the strategies and actions needed. 
Resulting from the Forum, PRA Inc. Research and Consulting prepared a final report, Prairie Habitat Joint Venture Science and Policy Forum 2008 – Proceedings and Recommendations. This report is available on-line at www.phjv.ca. The PHJV accepted the key findings and recommendations and it now prescribes follow up actions.  
In summary, this Prescription for Action on Wetland Conservation calls for immediate actions to bring to an end the loss and degradation of Canada’s wetlands. Supportive leadership coupled with communication are needed to advance Provincial/Territorial and Federal wetland policy. It is critical that such wetland policy incorporate mitigation and further that wetland policy be an essential component of national, regional and provincial water, agriculture and land use strategies. The foundation for an informed wetland policy requires on-going investment in a coordinated science program of research and habitat monitoring. 

The PHJV partnership was established in 1988 to deliver the North American Waterfowl Management Plan on the Canadian prairies. It is guided by a Strategic Plan and a current Implementation Plan 2008-2012. The vision of the PHJV is of healthy prairie, parkland and boreal landscapes that support sustainable bird populations and provide ecological and economic benefits for society. The partnership includes federal and provincial governments plus non-government organizations representing a broad range of landscape conservation interests in prairie, parkland and associated boreal forest landscapes in western Canada. 

