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New Approach to Agricultural Drainage

1. Regulations, Policy & 
Legislation
Å Historical Context 
Å Current Status 

2. Implementation of New 
Approach
Å Impacts & Risk
Å Mitigation Tools
Å Pilot Projects

3. Challenges & Knowledge Gaps



Regulations, Policy & Legislation



Wetland-related Acts and Policy

ÅThe Water Security Agency 
Act

ÅEnvironmental Management 
and Protection Act, 2010

ÅConservation and 
Development Act

ÅWatershed Associations Act

ÅSaskatchewan Wetland Policy  
(mid 90s)



Historic Policy Approach in Saskatchewan

ÅмфрлΩǎ-мфулΩǎ - Provincial government 
actively promoted drainage through 
supporting creation of Conservation 
and Development Areas Authorities

ÅSince 1981 all new works required an 
approval but compliance rates are very 
low (<5%)

ÅThe compliance approach has focused 
on first party damages and resolving 
neighbor to neighbor conflicts 
(Complaint Process)



Current Status of Policy Development
ÅMinistry of Environment is testing a voluntary wetland 

mitigation guide to support and encourage better 
management of industry development effects. 

ÅAgricultural drainage is the largest cause of wetland loss.
ÅWSA is implementing a new approach to agricultural  drainage 

to address downstream impacts ( agricultural wetland loss 
included).

ÅNew revised wetland policy will follow.



Social, economic and environmental drivers

Drivers towards a New Approach in Saskatchewan


